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Program Note

Two phantoms hover through a long, vaulted corridor. They approach each other slowly,
circling, carefully feeling each other out. Suddenly, one reaches out to the other.

Notes on Performance

If possible, Bind, You Dancing Phantoms should be played standing. It is also
recommended that both players perform from the full score.

Quarter note = 138 is the ideal tempo for the section starting at m. 58, though it is ok to
slow down a bit at m. 70 (to 120 bpm or so) to accommodate the density of the moving
parts.

The section starting at m. 70 features a high, composite melody played by both
instruments, with lower interjections in between. Both parts should be balanced evenly to
create the illusion of three-voice counterpoint.

The grand pause at m. 165 can be very long—at least 10 seconds.

Examples of the bassoon multiphonics can be found at
http://www.leslieross.net/multiphonics.html. The first multiphonic is Ross’s multiphonic
F5, while the second is A-flat5. If those multiphonics do not speak on your instrument,
you may find others that feature the same fundamental pitches (E2 and C2, respectively).

The loud bass clarinet multiphonics are spectral multiphonics. The player may change
their embouchure to sweep through varied upper partials. Because the bassoon
multiphonics have strong fundamentals, the bass clarinet can focus on the gnarliest high
partials. The particular partials written in the part are just suggestions.

The soft bass clarinet multiphonics are underblown multiphonics. An explanation of them
can be found at https://heatherroche.net/2016/10/24/underblown-bass-clarinet-
multiphonics/

Bind, You Dancing Phantoms was premiered by Rebekah Heller, bassoon, and Vasko
Dukovski, bass clarinet, of the International Contemporary Ensemble at Rose Recital
Hall, The University of Pennsylvania, on April 26, 2018.
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